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Abstract

This study tackles the “Cowley 13” Papyrus, which
unravels an aspect of the social life of the Aramean
community on Elephantine Island concerning the family
relations, the status of Aramean women, and the transactions
and judicial rulings resulting from them. The papyrus focuses

on a deed of transferring house ownership from a father to his
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daughter in exchange for some of the tools and goods she
owns.

The study focuses on the linguistic side of the papyrus
and on the consolidation of some Aramaic vocabulary and
comparing them with their Hebrew and Syriac counterparts.

[t can be concluded through the study that:

1. The Aramean woman enjoyed a privileged position
and obtained many rights,

2. The papyrus showed the extent of the Arameans being
affected by Babylonian, Assyrian and Egyptian
legislations.

3. Through the papyrus, it is also possible to identify the
legal procedures described within, and their relations

with Babylonian, Assyrian, and Egyptian laws.
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3 Cowley, op. cit. papy. 13.
1 Cowley, op. cit. papy. 20.
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** E.G. Krealing, The Brooklyn Museum Aramaic Papyri, Fifth
century B.C, (London, Oxford, 1969). P.147.

3 S. Kaufiman, The Akkadian Influences on Aramaic (Chicago,
1974y, p. 77.

% Cowley, op. cit. p. 39.
37 Kaufiman, op. cit. p. 44.
*® Cowley, op. cit. p. 39.

% Porten, & Yardeni, op. cit. p. 34.
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 F. Rosenthal, A Grammar of Biblical Aramaic, (Wiesbaden,
1963, P. 54.

* Porten, op. cit, p. 34.

*7 Cowley, op. cit. p. xxix.
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