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The human nature and the means of expressing it were
the same 1n all ages, especially in joy or sorrow. Offering
condolences among peoples, especially at the royal level, is
one of the means used by the kings of the ancient Near East
to strengthen their diplomatic relations. These relations,
which were mostly crystallized in two directions, one 1is
political marriage and the other is royal gifts. What can be
observed 1s that the sources of expressing condolences in the
ancient Near East are few and Iimited, and the researcher will
shed light on these sources with more analysis and detail
These sources varied between letters of condolence, sending
embassies to the new king ..... or funerary gifts to the
successor of the deceased. There were no direct messages of
condolence, however; the letters contained some words that
indirectly referred to the condolences represented in the
description of the king's griet over his deceased ally or in

some kind of "self-consolation’.

Key words: Condolence - congratulations - funeral -
funeral rites - funeral gifts - mourning —Embassies-
Messengers.
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